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PREFACE 


Intend, God milling, to publiſh in 2 

little time, a full Anſwer to JS. his 

Catholick Letters, /o far as I am 
concerned in them. In the mean while, I 
thought it not unfit to Print this Sermon 
I lately Preached, that I might give a 
General View of Scripture and Tradi=- 
tion,es to the Wayof conveying Matters 
of Faith, before I come to the particular 
Debate mith J. S. Wherein I do not 
doabt,butT ſballbe able to ſbem that nehave 
very good Grounds for the Certainty of 
our Faith,and that they bave none either 
as to Faith or Tradition,* as to the 
main Points in Controverſie between ws. 
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ColoſE 2. 6. 


As ye have therefore received Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord, ſo walk ye in him. 


Here are two things obſervable in the manner of 
ray expreſling himſelf to the Colofians in this 
Epiſtle. 

I, That he had a very good opinion of them at pre- 
ſent, as appears by the foregoing verſe. For though I be 
abſent in the Fleſh, yet am I with you im. the Spirit, joymng 
- beholding your order, and the ſtedfaſtneſs of your Faith in 

hriſt. 

What could be ſaid more to the Advantage and Ho- 
nour of a Chriſtian Church 2 For Order is the Strength 
and Beauty of any Society, uniting the ſeveral Parts ta 
each other, ang thereby preſerving and adorning the 
whole Body. And the more there is of this in any Chri- 
ftian Church, the more it reſembles the Body of Chriſt, 
and the greater Honour it brings to the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion. Eſpecially, when it is joyned with a ſtedfaſtneſs 
of Faith in Chriſt, i. e. with a firm and well ſettled Reſo-. 
hition to adhere to that Faith which Chriſt himſelf deli- 
vered. For the true Faith of Chriſt isnot only the Mark 
which diſtinguiſhes, but the Soul whichenlivens the Body 
of the Church, and by its Vigour and Influence makes the 
—_ parts of it become the living Members of Chriſts . 

bo 
But if all this were ſeen by St. Paul in the Church of 
the Coloſſians, what need he to write ſo warmly and a 
| Hy. 
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neſtly as he doth to them > Muſt we think, as ſome do, 
.t1at he uſes theſe Expreſſionsas gentle Methods of In/ina- 
ation, ard'commends them for that, which he- would 
'perſwade them to? But this doth not ſeem agreeable to 


2 Cor.1:12, the Apoſtles /implicity ahd godly fincerity, which he elle- 


where ſets ſuch a valueupun. But it is far more probable 
Mat hitherto they - had been very orderly aud ſtedfaſt: 
but Epaphras going toSt.Paul had informed him through- 
ly of their condition, viz. That they were like a Garri- 
fon cloſely beſieged on all tides; and although hitherto 
they had held- out with great Courage, yet he did not 
know what earneſt Sqllicitations, and fair Promiſes, and 
tempting Motives might do with them, and therefore the 
Apoftle writes this Epiſtle toencourage them intheir fted- 
faſtneſs, and to warn them againſt Temptations. Which 
he doth in ſuch ai manner, as ſhews, 

2. That he had a more thanordinary Apprehenſionof 
the dangerthey were in. 4ndthis t jay, faith he, leſt any 
man ſhonid'beguile you" with em icing words, v. 4. and beware 
beſt any man ſpodd you: with Philofophy and vain deceit, after 
the traditions of men, after therudiments of the World, and 
not after 'Chrift, v.- 8. Let no man begwile you of your reward 
#2 4 voluntary humility and worſhippmg of Angels, &c. v. 18. 
All which expreffions do'imply, that he had juſt reaton 
to fear and ts givethem caution in time, that while they 
did yet thinkthat they ſtood, they (bould take heed leſt they 
fall. | 

And this is that which the Apoſtle 2imsatin the words 
of the Text ; 4s ye have therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, ſo walk ye mhim, 

Receiving Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, doth bt here relate 
to his Perſon, but to his Authority, and to his DoEtrine 
fo the Apoſtle himſelf explains it in thenext verſe, rooted 
and built-up. m-him, and eſtabliſhed in the Faith, as ye have 
been taught. Walking 


+ 
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| 


(3) 
Walking #n him is an Eaſtern way of ſpeaking and Tap: - 
are» adhering to that Faith. thhy--has] .then- re- 
ceived, and living according to it, - looking on Chrift 
and his Doctrine, as their ouly way to Heaven, = 

Hnd as ye had received him, ſo walk ye tn bum, implies 
thatthe manner of their receiving Chriſt and his Do&rine 
at firſt was different from that which - the falſe- Apoſtles 
endeayoured'to bring in among them, and that they 
were bound to keep cloſe to that pure and PrimiEve 
Dodrine which they at firſt received. 

From hence we may conlider a double 'Obligation 4y- 
ing upon them. 924 3, I Tf 
$; To keep fteafaſt to that Faith which they firſt -yecere 
without being ſeduced from it by the Arts of Deceiver 
who were then buſiteamong them. 

2. To live according to it, by making that' Faith the 
Principle ofa Chriſtian Life; and ſo' walking 4n; $im,. 
they have recorved-bim. ''- OO OONY 

1. As tothe former, the Reaſonableneſs 'of -it cartot 
but appear from the ſuppoſition here made, 07z.- that they 
had received Chrift Jeſus the Lord, - - + nd? 

For, thereby they -declared,that /hey 'recered bim ak\tho 
Chrift, s. e. as him who was andinted'of- the Father to 
Teach and Inſtruthis Church ; and therefore they were 
bound to adhere to his Do&rine; therebetng no other, 
whom the Father hath ſealed and appommted to declar 
his Will ; and i him were hid all the Treaſures of Wilder 
and Knowledge. 22 LENLR TAY T9 0006+ 3 EM 
p =y received hs - =_ Teſs, that is, they ho 
or Redempt#on through hw Blood, even the f orgrueneſs- of fins. 
Andif choir hopes of Heaven d d upon Mot 
tion, they had the greateſt Reaſon ro adhere only to him. 

They received him 45 Chrift 7-fis'the Lord, and there- 
fore they ought to ſubmit to his Authority, to obey 


3 , 
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his Commands, and to obſerve his Inſtitutions, and in 


Joh. 6.66. 


all Circumſtances of Life tokeep ſtedfaſt to the Dodtrine 
which he delivered. | 

But here ariſes the great Difficulty, how they ſhould 
know by any Certain Rule, what was the true and ge- 
nuine Doctrine of Chriſt, which himſelf delivered ? For, 

I. The falſe Teachers among them pretended to deli- 
ver the true Doctrine of Chriſt as well as the Apoſtles. 

2. That which they at firſt received was no certain 
Rule. For the falſe Teachers might have been before 
them. And firſt Poſſeſſion gives no Title in Religion. 

' 3. The Apoſile doth not put the whole :Tryal meerly 
upon their Judgments or Memories, or Capacities ; vs. 
What they thought, or remembred was at firft taughs 
them for the Doctrine of C hriſt. | 

For, it was very poſſible for them to have miſtaken, 

or to havemiſ-remembred, what was at firſt delivered. 
' Nothing can bemore weak than to imagine that the 
Judgments of People in 'matters of Faith, muſt be 
formed according to the skill and excellency of their 
Teachers. For the hearers of Chriſt himſelf ; although 
be ſpake as never Man ſpake, yet did very often miſtake 
his meaning. And at one time ſo remarkably, that al- 
though he .took care to redtifie their miſapprehenſion, 
yet it is. ſaid, From #hat time many of his Diſciples went back 
and walked no more with him. So that the higheſt infalli- 
bility in the Teachers, doth not prevent the poſſibility, 
or the danger of miſtaking in the hearers. And what- 
ſoever any vainly pretend, nothing can do it, but Tranſ- 
fuſing the Spirit of Infallibility into all. * » 

If we look overthe Apoſtolical Churches while they were 


. under the Care.and Conduct of an Infallible Spirit z yet 


this did not prevent their running intogreaterrours and 
miſtakes, as appears by the Account we have of them, 


Fo by that Spirit which cannot deceive in the Apoſto- 
Writings. In 


(5) 
In the Church of Rome it ſelf, even at that time, when 


its  Eaith was ſpoken of throughout the Wotld, yet there Rom. 1.8. 


were diffenſions and differences there, and ſuch as were 
eontrary to the Dottrine which was delivered. And 


St. Paul bids them to mark ſuch which cauſed them; he doth 15. 17. 


not ſay, it was rn, ar for them to introduce any 
thing contrary to the Dofrime which they had learned by 
Tradrtion from the Apoſtles ; but he not only ſuppoſes it 
very poſſible, but he bids them have a particular Eye to 
them, leſt they ſhould be deceived by them. 

The Church of Corinth was planted by Paul, and water- 
ed by Apollos ; and there were Diſciples of Gzphas aud of 
Chrift himfelf. And yet in the Mmidft of fo many Infalli- 
ble Teachers, they had hke to have loft all their Faiths 


as one of them tells them. . How ſay ſome among you there | Cor.1s, 


* no Refurrettion of the dead? Ayd if Chriſt be not riſen, 


then is our Preaching vain, and your Ezith # alſo vain, * 4 


Could not they remember to day what” was taught them 
yeſterday, and ſo what the Apoſtles at firſt preached to 
them? 


The Churches of Galatia had ſuch an opinion of St. 
Paxl, upon his firſt preaching the Goſpel among them, 


that they received him as an Angel of God,. even as Chrift Gal. 14s 


Peſusz yet ry after he ſaith, am I therefore become 
your Enemy becauſe I tell you the Trath? What | Of an Angel 
of God, or of one received as Chriſt Jeſus, to become their 
Enemy, and that «pon the moſt unjuſtifiable account, be- 
caufe he told them the Truth! But, where truth can make 
" Enemies, errours may n_ gain Friends.. And ſo we 
find it was in the Apoſtoli urches, even under the 

Conduct and Teaching of the po 
The Coloffians were not yet ſo far gone but they wers 
in ſuch danger, that the Apoſtle writes this Epiſtle with 
great concernment for _ He tells them v. 1. he had 
4 


16. 


Eh. x. v.7. 
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a ſharp Conflifi in his own mind about them. They bad not 
yet ſeen his Face in the Fleſb, being converted by ſome 
ſent by him, of whom Epaphras is moſt taken notice of; 
but he was preſent with them in Spirit, v. 5..1. e. He was 
deeply affeted with their Condition ; for he underſtood 
the Deſigns and Artifices of the Seducers among them. 
He knew what fair and plauſible pretences they had 3 
viz, that they went about not to undermine Chriſtiani- 
ty, but to advance it, by taking in ſome Jewiſh Cuſtoms, 
and ſome Gentile Obſervances, and Modes of Worſhip 
which might eafily be Accommodated to the Chriſtian 
Do&rine; and ſo a great deal of the Animoſities both of 
the Jews and Heathens would be removed ; and Chriſti- 
anity would thereby gain more Friends, and meet with. 
fewer Enemies. 

The Apoſtle findinghow neceſſary it was at this time,, 
if poſſible, to keep them Stedfaſt 5n the Faith, | 

1. He affures them, that the Chriſtian DoQrijne was. 
of it ſelf ſo ſufficient for the good of Mankind, that it 
needed no Additions, either from the Law of :Mcſes, or 
the Philoſophy of the- Gentsles, which might introduce 
ſeveral things, with a ſpecious Appearance of 1;ſdom; 
Humility Mortification z but they ought to be aſſured, 
that from Chriſt they had all that was neceſſary or uſeful 
for Salvation z For in him are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge. 

2. That this ine was at firſt truly delivered to 
them, and they ought to be ſtedfait in it ; which is the 
defign of the Text. 

But they might obje&,that Epaplras, was no Apoſtle of 
Chriſt himſelf; and if he were, yet there were many 
Apoſtles, -and the falſe Apoſtles pretended to be true 
ones; and although St. Paul interpoſed his Authority ;, 
yet he was but one, and the Judaizers would not yield to. 
| I, 
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it, but were ready to ſuggeſt, that the other Apoſtles 
were more favourable to the Jewiſh Cuſtoms than he ; 
and therefore it was neceſſary ſome more general and 
common Rule be found ont, whereby to diftmguiſh the 
"Original and Genuine Dodrine of Chriſt from that of 
Pretenders and Seducers. 

The cleartng of this is in it ſelf a matter of great con- 
ſequence z and not only was to thoſe of that Age, but is ſo 
in every Age of the Chriſtian Church, where the ſame 
Queſtion may be put: What was the true Primitive 
Do&rine of Chriſt ; and by what means may we come 
to it > whichconcerns usat this day as well as them. 

And the Anſwer lay in two particulars, which I ſhall 
endeavour to clear. ; 

1. Thar which the Apoſtles did in common deliver to 
the Churches planted by them,was the Genuine Doctrine 
of Chriſt. 

2. That which they have left in their Writings, after 
it came to be conteſted which was the true Doctrine of 
Chriſt. | 

1. That which the Apoſtles did in common deliver to 
the Churches planted by them. For, we have all the rea- 
ſon in the World to believe, that the Apoſtles delivered 
one and the ſame Faith to all the Churches ; having the 
ſame Infallible Spirit to dire&t them. There was noneed 
for them to meet together before their diſperſion, and to a- 


ee upon ſome common Articles of Faith,as Ryffinus imagins, Ruff. in 
Fa they ſhould differ from each other ; For how could they 9% 
differ, who had the ſame Sprrit of Truth to lead them into Joh. 16.133 


al Truth? And we find nothing like a Combination a- 

mong the Apoſtles, as to matters of Dodrine : And if 

there had been, it would have rendred the Faith they de- 

livered more ſuſpitious, in that they durſtnot truſt par- 

ticular PerſonFFith delivery of it, without an antece- 

dent Confederacy among —— which would ar 
ogy. 


LY 
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looked like a miſtruſt of that Prowsſe-of the Sparits bei 
fulfilled; upon all of them. And we find, when ys 
Goſpels were to be written, therewas no ſuch meeting 
together, .to ſettle vhe ſeveral parts of itz and yet this 
was of as much conſequence tothe Church of God ; but 
St. Matthew \ rites his Goſpel in Jadea, at the time, faith 
bn. 1.3. Iren4us, that Peter and Paul preached and founded a Church 
mY ju Rome, St. Markeither at Rome or in Egypt, mot till af- 
Euſthl. 5 zer their deceaſe, ſaith the fame very Antient Father. 
©” St. Luke in Greece, after St. Paw planted Churches in 
Rome, and St. John in 4/za, after all the reſt. But there 
was the ſame Divine Spirit, whichaſfiſted them all, and 
therefore there was ſuch a concurrence as ſhewed- their 
veracity, but ſuch a variety as ſhewed there was .no 


Combination. 

| But it is obſervable, that none of the Gofpels were 

written till the Doctrine of Chriſt had been preached by 
- the Apoſtles in many places, and many Churches were 

formed and eſtabliſhed by them. And there were two 

great Advantages thereby. 

7, The Unity of the Faith delivered by the Apaftles 
was the more ſeen; becauſe then without the help of a 
writtenRule,they ſo unanimoutly agreed in the Dottrines 
they delivered. Not,as though it were leſs poſſible to mi- 
ſtake without it 3 but on the contrary, there being a 
much greater liableneſs to miſtake,ſo univerſal a content , 
was the ſtronger - Argument of a Divine Afiſftance. If 
there had been any difference in the Doctrines preached 
by the Apoſtles, there were fo many Enemies both of 
Jews and Infidels, and falſe Apoſtles, who would preſent- 
ly have reproached the Chriſtian Churches with it. But 
nodiſagreement is ever ſo-much as mention'd,as to what 
the Apoſiles themſelves taught s They bad one Body, one Sp;. 
rit, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Fat 
of all. Where-ever the Apoſtles went, whether into 
; Icyt ha, 


('s) 
:Scythia,  Parthia, Meſopotamia, or ary Provinces of the 
Roman Empire, al who were converted by them were 
Baptized into the ſame Faith,whichSt. an calls the Faith Jude, 
once delivered to the Sainte. But once delrvered tha by my- 
ny Perſons, and in very diftant places; and ſo once d2b- 
vered, as the ſame Faith once delivered 1s to continue to 
the Worlds end. For nothing can be made the Faith of 
Chriſt, which was not always ſo; for that were to lay 
a new foundation, and to make another Covenant than 
what Chriſt hath ſealed with his Blood. But he 5 the Heb.13.8. 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. The Terms of Salva- 
tion can never be altered, unleſs there be a new Saviour, 
and new Apoſtles, andnew Teachers. But if we go to 
Heaven by Chriſt, we muſt go that way that himſelf hath 
dire&ed. For Men and Angels joining their powers to- 
gether cannot ſave one Soul ; Chrift alone bezng the Way, Joho 14.6. 
the Truth and the Life ; and none can come to the | 
by him.. This the Apoſtles very well kne 
therefore careful to deliver nothing to the | 
what they received from Chriſt, asSt. P44 ſaith of ttm- 
ſelf, For I havereceived of the Lord that which 1 defivered * Cor-11, 
wnto you. * Not by way of Tradition from Men, but by 
immediate 'Divine Revelation; for as he faith, . he. was Gal 1. 1. 
nat an Apoſile of Men, or by Men, but by Jeſus Orih, and 
God the Father ; and not long, after he faith, he neither re- *** 
ceived the Goſpel of Man, neither was I taught it but by Re- 
velation of Jeſus Chriſt. Tan 

Theve was none of all the firſt Preachers of the 'Goſpþ&) 
foliable to the Suſpicion of ſetting up for himſelf, and 
varying from the reſt as St. Paul was. For he was none 
of the Original Number of Apoſtles, and he was.a known 
Perſecutor of the Diſciples of Chriſt;and ſudden Coaverts 
are always ſuſpected ; and 4y4ani45 had a viſion to fatisfy 
him, and yet he could not tell what to think at firſt con- 
cernung 
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cerning him ; and the Dsſciples when they firſt heard him 
. were amazed ; after * + Pena a ou Jp himſelf, 
and did not goup to Jeruſalem to the College of A 
/ filgs there a} , beg but went into Arabia ; fo that, if _ 
.one might-be thought to ſet up another Doctrine, it was 
he z; but he was ſo far from -it, that he eſtabliſhed and 
confirmed the truth of what they delivered, and was ve- 

ſucceſsful.in his Apoſtleſhip in all places. And when 
there had been ſome wiiiſpers concerning him, as though 
he proceeded not in the ſame way with the reſt,he went 
up to Teruſalem, and there upon full examination, James 
and Cephas and John, who were the leading Apoſtles, gave 
bim the right hand of Felloxſbip-; in token of their full con- 
ſent in the ſame Faith. 

2. Thetruth of the Goſpel was the more plainly diſ- 
covered. 

All this while, the 57.0 only preached and deliver- 
ed their Do&rine to the ſeveral Churches by verbal In- 
ſtruRions ; but after theſe had been received- in; the 
hearts of ſuch multitudes, that there could be no ſuſpi- 
tion that a falſe Repreſentation of Chriſts Dodtrine or 
A&ionscould be received by thoſe Churches, then the 
Wiſe Providence of God took” care for Poſterity, and 
imploy'd ſeveral Perſons indiſtant Places and Times to 
write the Hiſtory of our Saviour. And there was this 
advantageto the Church that the Goſpels were written 
no ſeoner. For all the Churches planted by the Apoſtles, 
were then made Judges whether the Goſpels written 
were agreeable to the Dodrine which the Apoſtles had 
taught ; and if not, there would have been juft reafon 
to have queſtion'd either the Truth of what had been 
taught them, or what was delivered in the Goſpels, 

But when they found the main to be fully conſonant 
to what they had been taught, the Teſtimony of every 


one 
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one of theſe Churches did ſhew the concurrence of all 
the Apoſtles, as to the Doctrine contained in the ſeveral 
Goſpels. 

And that which adds to the ſtrength of this proof is, 
that when the true Goſpels were written, there were 
ſeveral falſe and counterfeit Goſpels diſperſed abroad,  un- 
der the Names of the Apoſtles themſelves. As of St. Peter, 


St. Thomas, St. Matthias, and others ; as Euſehius informs xj. rp. 
us 3. and as we have the genuine AZs of the Apoftles, ſo +3 25 


'there were the pretended As of Paul, of Andrew and 
John, and the other Apoſtles. How came theſe to be 
rejected, and the other to be carefully received ? Here 
lies the true Advantage of Or:gjnal Tradition before the 
written Goſpels, that by it the ſeveral Churches were en- 
abled to paſs a true judgment concerning them when 
they came to be diſperſed among them. For they coyld 
preſently tell, whether what they read were agr egable 
to what they had heard and received from the Apoſtles. 
As ſuppoſe the Goſpel of St. Matthew being publiſhed” 
in Jadea,. were carried into Meſopotamia or Perſia, where: 
many Chriſtian Churches were very early planted , theſe. 
being throughly inſtrued by the Apoſtles inall things re- 
lating to the Life, Death, Reſurrection and Dedtrine of* 
Chriſt,could preſently judge whether St. Matthews Goſ-. 
pel agreed with what they had heard or not, and the 
like holdsas to all the Churches in the Roman Empire. 
So that the Conſent of the Churches fo foon, while the. 
memory of the Apoſtles Doctrine was ſo freſh in their. 
minds, is in effect the conſent of all the Apoſtles who 
taught them. 

And this is very different from: the cafe of particular. 
Perſons in ſome Churches, who might miſtake or forget 
what was taught; for this is a concurrent teſtimony of. 
all the. Apoſtolical Churches, who could not agree to ap- 

: | prove. 


{ 


(12) 

prove an errorin the Gaſpels contrary to'the Faith deli- 

red to them. And that while ſome of the Apoaftles were 

It living. For the other Goſpels were received and ap» 
proved, befare St, Fobn wrote his, t,t 

_ The eaſe had been far otherwiſe, if no Goſpels had been 
written in that Age; for then it might have beenſuſpect- 
ed, that either the Impreſſions of the firſt. Teachers were 
worn. out, or they had been by degreesalter'd fromitheir 
firft Apprehenſions by the cunning crattineſs of thoſe who 
lay in wait todeceivethem. | 

After the deceaſe of the Apoftles, the common Tradi- 
oo of "the Apeſiolical. Churches was ulſcful: in theſe 
cates | F | 

't. To convey down. the Authentiek Writings of.the 
Apoſtles or Evangeliſts, which- were delivered to any of 


them. 17 
| fot Teſtimony againſtany pretended Writings, 
wn 


were nat frſt received by the Apoſtolical Churches 
to which they were ſaid to.be written. For there can 
be no Negative Teſtimony of more force than that; it be- 
ing improbable to. the utmoſt degree that ſuch a Church 
ſhould not know, orfnot make known any true Apoſtoli- 
cal Writings. 
3. To overthrow any pretence to a ſecret Tradition 
from the Apoſiles different from what was ſeen in the 4pe- 
Ten. 1. 3. © ſtolical Writings, And to this purpoſe Ireneus and Tertul- 
Z.7.1.4 Wau make very good uſe of the T- adition of the Apoſtolical 
Preſcritt, Churches. againſt the pretenders to ſuch a Tradstion, which 
Her. thoſe Churches were not acquainted with. - 
But they agree that the Apoſtles committed the ſame 
Dottrine to Writing which they preached, and that it might 
be a Foundation ry P:llar of Faith; that ghis Doctrine 
was contained in thefour Goſpels ; and that the Apoſto- 
lical Churchesdid receive them from thoſe who firſt 
wrote 
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wrote them, and that within the compaſs of the Apo- 
ſtolical Age. 


It was therefore moſt agreeable to the infinite Wiſ- 
dom of God in providing for a conſtant Eſtabliſhment 
of the Faith of his Church in all Ages, neither to per- 
mit the Goſpels to be written till the Churches were 
planted, nor to be put off to another Generation. For, 
then it would have been plauſibly objected, if theſe things 
are true, why were they not recorded, when there were 
«Perſons living who were belt able to have either proved, 
* or confuted them? Then we might have been ſatisfyed 
© one way or other ; but now the 7ews are dead, and 
«the Apoſtles are dead ; and although there are many 
« left who believe their Do&rine, yet this can never 
« reach to the Teſtimony of thoſe who ſaw and heard 
© the things themſelves, or whoſe Do&rine was atteſted 
« by thoſe who did ſo. And this is now the mighty 
Advantage of the Church ever fince that the things 
concerning Chriſt were written by ſuch Perſons. With 
what another kind of Authority do thoſe words com- 


mand our Afſent, That which was from the beginning _ Ty 


which we have heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of 
the Word of Life, For the life was manifeſted, and we have 
ſeen it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew unto you that Eternal Life, 
which was with the Father, and was manifeſk unto us, that 
which we have ſeen and heard declare we unto you ; then if 
all the Teſtimony concerning Chriſt were to be reſolved 
into thoſe whoheard ſome ſay, that others told them, 
they had it from ſuch,who faw thoſe whoconverſed with 
them who ſaw Chriſt in the fleſh > At ſuch a diſtance 
. the Authority of a Teſtimony 1s extremely leſſen'd ; 
which is not likea River which grows greatec by run- 
C 


fng 3 


( 14) | 
ning; but likea Mineral Water which loſes its ſtrength 
by being carried too tar. Wetind in the time of Papias 
who lived but in the ſecond Century, the Authority of 
Fo. 3g. bare Tradition was mightily ſunk ; For, Eſebius ſaith, 
lz. c. 39. he converſed with the Diſciples of our Lord and his Apeſiles, 
he faith of himſelf, that he went up and down to them to 
get what he could from them, having a greater eſleem of 
what he could learn from them than of what was written. And 
what Advantage did this bring to the Church ? It brought 
fome idle opinions into reputation, faith Enſcbius ; forafter- 
wards they thought it enough to fix them upon Pap7as. 
But how was it poſſible for him to miſtake? Enſeb?ns ſaith, 
that being a Man of mean capacity, he might eafily miſunder- 
ſtand the meaning of what was Jpoken: But if Tradition 
might fail after ſuch a manner ſo near the Apoſtles times; 
then we muſt be aſſured of the Capacity as well as Integr;- 
ty of thoſe of every Age through whom a Tradition paſ- 
ſed, or elſe they might deceive, or be deceived about it. 


But God was pleaſed to provide better for the ſecurity 

of our Faith, by cauſing the Goſpels to be written ei- 

ther by the Apoſtles themſelves, as St. Matthew and 

St. John, or by the Diſciples of the chief Apoſtles, while 

the others were ſurviving, as St. Markand St. Luke ; and 

the latter gives this account of his undertaking to write 

Luke 1, 4. it, Viz. That thou mighteſt know the certainty of thoſe things 
wherein thou haſt been inſtrutted. His Inſtruttion was by 
an Oral Tradition ; but that it feems wanted ſomething 

to ſtrengthen and confirm it ; and that was by St. Lake's 
writing his Goſpel. How could they add any affurance 

to him, if all the ground of his certainty were to be ta- 

ken from Tradition? St. Lake thought it neceſſary then, 

that thoſe things which concerned the Life and Do&trine 

of Chriſt ſhould. be put into Writing, that they might 
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be more certainly convey'd; and that while they had 
the Teſtimony of thoſe, who were eye-witneſſes and Mynifters 
of the Word. | | 


2. And ſoIcome to the ſecond Rule of diſcerning the 
Primitive Doctrine of Chriſt , v;z. The Writings of the 
Apoſtles, when matters of Do&rine came to be con- 
teſted, where the Infallible Rule, whereby they were to 
judge, which was the true and genuine Doctrine of 
Chriſt, 


' Thereare ſome who pretend, that the Apoſtles Wri- 
tings were meerTly Accidental and Occaſional things, but that 
the main defign was to lodge the great Aſſurance of the 
Podrine of Chriſt in Trad:t:on from one to another ; and 
what they wrote was not to make any Rae of Faith, but 
only to give ſome good Advice to thoſe Churches they 
wrote to. 


But I ſhall now prove that the Writings ofthe Apoſtles 
were intended by the Holy Ghoſt to be a /tandmg Rale, 
whereby the Church was to jui!ge which was the trueand 
genuine Dodrine of Chriſt. 


1, From the Reaſohs and Occaſions of writing the 
Books of the New Teſtament: 


r. As to theGoſpels, wemuſt diſtinguiſh the General 
Reaſon of writing them, from the particular Occa/rons as 
to the ſeveral Goſpels.The General Reaſon is to be drawn 
from the Divine Wiſdom which inſpired and gui1-4 
them ; the particular Occaſions relate to the circumito.7- 
ces of writing them. 


C2 . The 
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t,1.1:3.0.1- The General Reaſen is that which Ireneys gives, viz. 
That the Goſpel which they had firſt preached, was 'y the 
WWill of God put into Writing, that it might be a Foundation 
ad Pillar of owr Faith. Not meerly to keep up the Remem- 
brauge of it, which Fevardentrus yields, and Nerdy over- 
throws the Infallibility of Oral Tradition; but that fo it 
may. be a certain Rule of Faith toall Ages. The Ewan- 
Aug. d:Ccr> gelsſis (aith St. Auguſtin, were but Chriſts Hands, which 
4 Eva't. bymſelf as the Head, direfted in writing the Goſpels, and 
* © * therefore we are to look,on the Goſpels as his own Hand-wri- 
tiug; - The Hely Ghoſt, faith he, direfied the w_ the 
L 2. ©. 33- Ewangeliſts, as to the oder and manner of their Writing. 
Whichvaried according to the: particular Occaſions, but 

yet were all ſublervient to the General Reaſon, 


Euſtb.HifB, St. Matthew wrote the firſt Goſpel, Caith Exſebius, to the 
& 3- & 24 Tews to whom he had preached, becauſe going into other parts 
he would ſupply the want of his Preſence among them by his 
Writing. . What need this, if Tradition were a certain 
and infallible way of conveying the Do&rine of Chriſt? 
Cy. Hon. St. Chryſoſtom ſaith, the Jewiſh Chriſtians deſired him ta 
1 in Matth. ut into Writing what they had heard him Preach. Did not 
P 4 J» '@ 
they underſtand the force of Tradition better > Or why 
ſhould St. Matthew put them out of an Infallible Way ? 
The Authority of the Imperfect Work on St. Matthew 
Opus Imprr- ſaith, they deſired him to write his Goſpel, that where eaer 
[+100 ng they went they might carry an Account of their Faith with 
Euſth. l. 2. them, Clemens Alexandrinus, faith, the occaſion of writin 
& 15 St. Marks Goſpel was, that the people were not ſatisfied wit 
an muwritten , 7 of the Holy Dotlrine, aud therefore im- 


portaned Mark, who was the Diſciple of St. Peter, that he 
would leave a Monument of his Do&rine in Writing ; which 
St. Peter underſtanding by Revelation, approved and confirm- 
ed his Goſpel for the uſe of the Churches. Origen ſaith, he 


wrote 
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wrote it according to St. Peters direfions. Epiphanins ſaith, _ 6. 
by his Authority, A#thanafins faith, ut Was dittated by Trop, 


Hes. <t. 
Rome. | Athanaſ, in 


$Synopps. 
Þ» 155, 


Tt ſeems that Peter himfelf did'not think fit to feave 
the Doctrine of Chriſt to an Oral Tradition, even at Rome, 
but Irenexs thinks it was written after St. Peters deceafe, _ y a 
who therein differs from the reſt, and ſhews how uncer- e. 5. 
tain meer Tradition is. Tertwllian” faith; St. Matks: Gof: wr - 
pel was attribnted to St. Peter, and St. Lnkes to'$t, Phuk, cu 
St. Jerom mentions the Opinion of fome; that when 
St. Haul ſaith according to my Goſpel, he heang that of 
St. Lake. OO OPT aft thy GE 


But St. Lake himſelf plainly gives an Account” of ' the. 
occafion of 'his Writing, St. Ambroſe- thinks" by. thoſe 45% * | 
who had raken im hand to write of thofe things whych © were Luke 1. 1. 
firmlybelieved among us, he means the Authors of the countey- | 
feit Goſpels, as that of the Twelve Apoſtles and St. Matthi- 
as. But we have no evidence that theſe were older than 
St. Lake; his meaning. is, that in thoſe parts where he 
was, there were ſome who did undertake to give an Ac- 
count of the Life and Actions of Chriſt, who wanted the 
Advantages which he had; having had great -opportani- 
ties of knowing circumſtances from the Eye-witneſſes gand 
therefore he ſet himſzlf ro givean exact-Relation of them, 
that not onl y Theophilus, but every ons that anſwtrs- his pb. Her. - 
name might know the certainty of thoſe things wheregn . they *© 
bad becn inſtrafted. But, did not they know the certain- 
ty of theſe things by the Apoſtles Preaching ? Yes, but 
the things they heard might ſlip out of their Memories ; 
and toprevent this, ſairh Theophylath, ' Sr. Luke wrote his 
Goſpel, that they might retain theſe things with- greater cer- 
tainty. And words that are only ſpoken are more eafily 7:47 is 

| miſunderſtood ;  * 


Malamat. 
Con. -in E- 
vang. prol. 


Joh, 20.31. 


Mierom. 
Prom. nm 
_—_— 
De Script. 
Tels. 
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miſunderſtood ; which Maldonat affigns, as one great 
Reaſon of the Evangelifts writing their ſeveral Goſpels, 


St. Jobn likewiſe gives an account himſelf of the Rea- 
ſon.of his Writing z and that the greateſt imaginable. 
But theſe are written that ye might believe that Jeſus us the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life 
through his Name. Why written that ye might believe? Did 
the. Apoſtle in his old Age miſtruſt the underſtandings 
or the Memories of Chriſtians > Was not the Apoſtles 
Teaching ſufficient to keep up the Principles of the Chri- . 
ſtian Faith in the hearts of the people z no, not while 
St. John himſelf was yet living ? He had certainly a very 
mean Opinion of Tradition, that thought it neceſfary for 
him to writethat they might believe that Jeſus 5 the Son 
of God. Fox there was no point of Faith more neceſſary 
than this, which was required of all Perſons to be owned 
before Baptiſm. | 


Yetfor all this, and whatever elſe can be ſaid, St. John 
thought it neceſſary that theſe things be written that they 
might believe. 


He lived the longeſt of any ofthe Apoſtles, and there- 
foreſaw how little Tradition was to be truſted; for it 
was already corrupted in {o weighty a point as the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt. : 


Cerenthus and his Followers allow'd the general Tradi. 
tion of the Church, that Jeſus was the Son of God ; - but 
then they gavetheir own4enſe of it, by extraordinary Fa- 
vour and Adoption. And from hencethe Fathers agree 
that St. John took occation to write his Divine Goſpel, to 
clear this Fundamental point of the Chriſtian Faith, 

And 
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And withal obſerving that the other Evangelifts inſiſt- Fpiph. #.r. 
ed chiefly on the Actions of Chriſt for one year, az. after - "IO 
Johns Impriſonment he refumes the whole matter and adds is Mzth. 
thoſe things whicly were omitted by the Reſt z that ſo £4. 4 p 
the Church might be ſurr.iſhed with a full Relation of all © ** 
that was neceſlary to compleat and eſtabliſh the Faith of 


Chriſtians. 
2. As tothe Epyſiles. 


The firſt Epiſtle we read of in the Chriſtian Church, 
C and in. probability the firſt writingin the New Teſta- 
ment ) was the Decretal Eprſile of the ouncil of Feruſa- AR. 15 23, 
lem. 


What ſhould make the Apoſtles put theſe Decrees into 
Writing ? They were very ſhort, and concerned thepra- 
ices of Men, and withal were ſent by Barnabas and Pad, 
and Judas, and Srlas. Were not theſe ſufficientto deliver 
the Apoſtles ſenſe to the Churches,, without Letters from 
them ? What a pitiful thingdid they take Oral Traditi- 
on to be, if they thought ſuch Men could not by it give 
full ſatisfatipn to the Churches of Syria and Cilicia, un- 
leſs they ſent it under their hands? 


Tl.e Epiſtle to the Romans was written by St. Paul on 
purpoſe toclear fome main points ef the Chriſtian Do- 
crine, which were then warmly diſputed betweer the 
Jews and the: Chriſtians, and between the Judaizing . 
Chriftians and others, as about Faſtsficatson, Reettio of 
the Jews, the difference of Meats, &c. And St. Paul took 
very needleſs pains in writing that excellent Epiſtle, if 
he knew of Chriſts appointing a Judge of Controverſies 
here z or if he thought Writing were not a certain way to 


make- 
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; a Ruleof Faith, whereby they were to judge in 
- The firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians was written not 
meerly to reprove their Fa&ions and Diſorders, but to 
dire& them,” and to eſtabliſh and prove the Faith of the 
Reſurreftion, which was then conteſted among them.The 
Epiſtle was ſent by Stephanus and Fortunatus, who could 
have carried the Apoſtles ſenſe without his Writing;but 
there are many weighty things, betides the particular 
occaſions which are of laſting concernment tothe Church 
in all Ages zas there are likewiſe in his ſecond,_ Epiſtle to 
them: X 
The Epiſtle to the Galatians was written on occaſion 
of one of the greateſt points of controverſy at that time, 
viz. the Uſe and Obligation of the Law of Moſes. And 
St. Paul found by ſad experience among them, thar it 
; was very poſlible for thoſe who had the beſt Inſtructions, 
either to forget them, or to grow out of Love with them, 
and to be fond of achange : elſe he would never have 
ſaid, O fookſb Galatians, who hath bewitched you that ye 
ſhould not obey the Trath * And Imarvel that ye are ſo ſoon - 
removed from him that called you trito the Grace of Chrift 
into another Goſpel, How ! was ' it indeed poſhible for 
them to be removed, and tobe ſo ſoon removed, who had 
received the Faith by the- Delivery of St. Paul himſelf > 
Then, / forall that I-can ſee, human Nature taken with 
all: its Advantages and Motives, and Evidences, is a ve- 
ry fallible thing z and if then it might be deceived, and 
that ſo-eafily and grofly ; then much more in any follow- 
ing Age of the C hurch; unleſs human Nature be migh- 
tily changed for the better, fince the Apoſtles times os 
any Teachers firice be more-effectual, than the Apoſtles, 
- and eſpecially than St. Paul, who laboured more abundantly 


than they all. 
The 
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The Epiſtle to the Epheſians, though written F 
Argument, yet doth ſuppoſe that they = = -. 

continual danger of being deceived ; and toſſed up and Eph. 4. 14; 

down, and carried about with every wind of Dottrine by the 

ſleight of Men, and cunning craftineſs whereby they he in 

wart to decerve. 

| And therefore he adviſes them to be upon their guard, 

and to have their Armour about them, and one choice 

part of it, is #he Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 6. 11; 
God. | 


F 
The Ph:lipptans were affaulted by a rude, violent, 

head-ſtrong Faction of Judaizers z which the Apoſtle py, ,, 
bids them to beware of ; and writes his Epiſtle to them : 
for that purpoſe, and he exhorts them # fland faft in 1. 27. 
one = with one mind ſtriving together for the Faith of 

the 

Eoin T_T to the edge pn and in both” 

iftles to T-mothy, he gives notice of a Defe&ion , 

fromthe Chriſtian Faith 3 hedeſcribes the manner of it, "# 
that it ſhall be with ſigns andlying words, and with all de- 
ceiveableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh, becauſe '* 

hey received wot the love of the truth ; that they ſpall ſpeak,  _. 

lies inhypoerifie, and forhid to marry, and command to abſtam ;, *'** 
from meats, being evil men, having a form of godlineſ7, and 2 Tim. 3.15 
denying the power of tt. I meddle not now with the time * 

when this Apoſtacy began-z but from hence, it is:evi- 

dent that St. Paul fnppoſed, that thoſe who et firſt re- 

ceived theChriſtian Faith by Tradition from-the 

themſelves, might notwithſtanding thr their own . 
weakneſs-and folly, and the Artifices of Deceivers be 
drawn-from it ; and that fo prevent fuch miſchievous 
conſequences, he knew-no better means than-a Writtert - 
Rule, which he tells Trmothy was able to: make him wiſe to , Tim. 3. 
Sebvation ;, and t0 make the Man of God gerfet, —_ 16, 1+ 
furniſhed to every goodWark, D 
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And to nameno more, the Coloſſians were ſet upon by 
fome who thought to refine Chriſtianity ; or at leaſt to: 
make it more paſſable in the World, and therefore would 
have introduced into it ſome Rites of the jews, ſome- 
Auſterities of the Gentiles, ſome ways of Worthip which. 
would recommend them to their Adverſaries ; and upon. 
this occaſion he writes this Epiſtle to them to convince 
them that Chriſtianity alone was far beyond any mix- 
tures of the Fancies or Traditions of men, and therefore: 
he could give them no better Advice, than as they had 
firſt received the Doctrine of Chriſt to continue in it, 
or in the words of the Text, As they had received Chriſt 
Feſus the Lord ſo to walk in him. | 

The deſign of whatI have faid is, that although the 
Goſpels and Epiſtles were written upon particular occa- 
ſions ;, yet thoſe occaſions were ſo great and conſiderable g- 
and the' Aſfiftance-of the Holy Ghoſt did fo dire& the 
Hands and Pens of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles in wri- 
ting them, that what they have therein delivered con- 
tains a compleatRule of thetrue and genuine Faith, as. 
it was at firſt delivered to the Church. 

But againſt this, it-is objeed, - +hat St. Paul himſelf” 

2 Theſl. 2- charged the Theſlalonians to fland faft and ' hold the Tradz- 
tions which they have been taught either by word or by his Eps- 
files. From whence it appears, that there were other Tradi-. 
forms to be held, that were not written. | 
- The force of all this will be taken away, if. we conſi-. 
der when that Epiſtle was written $ v/z. one of the firſt 
which St. Pax} wrote, and ſoonafter the former Epiſtle 
to the Theſſalonians; which. was ſome time before- 
St. Lakes Goſpel,which was firſt received in the Churches 
of Greece planted by St. Paul. Therefore all the proper: 
Dodtrine of Chriſt himſelf, and all that relates to his 
Life and Actions were then but Traditions among them 


-- 


(23) 


-and therefore St. Paul had great Reaſon then to require 


them to ſtand faſt to the Traditions they had been taught : 
4, e. to the Doctrine of Chriſt they had received in that 
- manner. 


But it is urged, that he mentions before, ſomething he Beldrvebe. 
had ſaid about Antichriſts coming when he was with them, * * © * 


V. 5. | 
It this be allow'd, it will be moreagainſt than for Trads- 
ton, For, what is become of that Tradstion? If it be loſt, 
then it follows that Tradstion is no Infallible Way of con- 
veyencez and therefore we have more Reaſon to adhere 
to a written word, # 
2. Which leadsus to the ſecond "Reaſon from which 
- Tdeligned to prove, that there ought to be a written 
Rule for diſcerning true primitive Chriſtianity z and 
that is from the notorious uncertainty of meer Tradition. I 
ſay, notorious, becauſe there never was any Tryal made of 
it, but it failed, even when it had the greateſt Advan- 


es. 
". might inſiſt upon the Tradrtron of the firſt Ages of the 
World; when mens Lives were ſo long, and the principles 
of the Natural Religionſo few; and yet both before and 
after the Flood, mankind was ſtrangely degenerated from 
them. | | 

I might inſiſt on many inſtances in the firſt Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church ; ſo many, that ſcarce one can be pro- 
duced wherein they pleaded meer Tradition, but they 
were miſtaken in it; As about the Millennium, the Age of 
Chriſt, the time of Eaſter (on one fide or other ) the Commu- 


\ 


_— 


nicating Infants. For St. Auguſtin quotes Apoſtolical Tradi- Aug 4: pu 


tzon for it. | 
But I ſhall wave all theſe, and only mention a-very 
neceſſary and important thing, which was a long time 
truſted to Tradstron, and ny diffex'd ſo much about 
| 2 it, 


Cats, Miritu, 
6 1. 6 4 
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it,- as evidently proved, that meer Tradition was no In- 
fallible Means of conveyance. And that is about the 
Apoſtles Creed which was to be repeated by all that were 
to be Baptized OWE ol 
We have many plain Teftimonies to prove, that this 
was not to be written; but to be conveyed from one 
i, f - 5 to another, by an Oral Tradition z (a) St. Hierom, (b) St. 
_ & 514 Auguſtin, (c) Raffmus all athrm it. | 
noſire, quod 
ad Apftoi traditwn, non ſaribitur is Charts & Atzaments, ſed in tabuls cordis carnalibus. Hicron, 
ad. Pammachi : adverſ, Errores Joh. Hieroſol. Ay 
(b) Nec ut radem werbs Symbols temeatis, ulls modo drbetis ſeribers, ſid audirngls perdiſcers 3 
mc tum didiceritis ſcribere, ſed memori2 ſemper tenere & recolert. . de DIverſis Serm. 75. 
£0) Iacirco denique buec non ſeribi Chartalis & membranis, ſtd requiri credentizn cordibus tra- 
ant, ut certum tffit hes neminem ex liftione, que intdum prrvemre etiam ad infideles ſotet, ſid 
ex Aprſtolorun tradition didicifſe. Ruthwus in Symbob 


() Torude | And the Creed was commonly then called (4) he Rule 


Preſcrip. c. 
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of Faith ; which ſibwed that they looked on all the Arti- 
D: Vigi, ©S therein contained, as the ſtandard of neceſſary 
Vel.c. 1, ints. 

Advnſ.Pra- "a yet there is a plain and conliderable difference in 

4415- the Antient Creeds z ſome Articles being in fome which 

Sem. 59. Were not in others, although we have Reaſon to believe 

= 213- the neceſlary points were at firſt the ſamein all. Or elſe 
Riiraft, the ſeveral Churches muſt have different Rules of Faith, 

£.2,.3 The Church of Jeraſalew was called (c) the Mother of al 

Fide, ns, Churches by the General Council of Conſtantinople ; and 

De Hut». inthe Creed there delivered to the Catechumens.(d)St. Cy- 

ax. il mentionsthe Eternal Generation of the Son before all 

Worlds ; and ſo doth (e) Euſebius at; Ceſarea in the Creed, 

* which he faith, he learut at bis Baptiſm, which was long 

. before the Nicene Creed. (f) Cafſian makes it a part of that. 

* Creed which the Apoſtles delivered to the Church, and 

. was particularly received in the Church of Antioch, | 

But no ſuch thing was delivered in the Weferu Creeds 

as 


02s) 
as far as now appears, by what St. 4u:w/lri, Raffmus, and 
others ſay in their expoſttions of it. 

St. Jerom writing againſt the Biſhop of Jeruſalem; ur- (s) Him: 
ges him with the Cree4(g) ( no doubt that-which was re. 44 Faxnach 
ceived in his own Church') and he faith; i# confiſterh of 
three main points, the Confeſſion of the Trinity, the Wnity of 
the Church, and the Refurrettion of the Fleſh. 

. -And the Creed of the Chtrreh of Aquilkeza went 'no 
farther, ſaith (b R»ffinus; nor ſome old Copies of the Ro- (5)Raffix in 
man (reed. | Lhe - 

But Marcellus of Ancyra had Eternal Life tn his (5)Creed, V. Uſe. de 
and fo had(k) Cyril of Fersſalem;ſo had the African Church (347.09 
in St. (1) Augu/5ns time; ſo had the Church of Rawena; Þttt Her. 72. 
not the Church of Twin ; nor the Galtiemr Churches: (QOrill. 
if Maximus Taurimenſis, and Venantins Fortanatus explained (aw. 
all the Articles of their Creeds, - Shmb.& 1, 

Ruffinus confeſſes the Article of Deſcent into Hell was £9:<00% - 
not in the Roman, nor in any of the Eeftern Creed, © ov. 

The Creeds of Fera/alem and Aquilteia' had not the Come - 
munion of Saints ; nor thoſe of Marcellus and((m) Epiphas (n) zip. 

. f OS. Acorn ates 


nam. 
The Title of Cathokck was not added to the Church int 
the Creed in St.(») Auguſtins time; for he-makes-ita PerF (, JAugaftim . 
» phrafer, utique Catholicam, from whence probably it cime 4 Fide & 
to, be added afterwards. 95 Of + + 58 
Ruffinus takes no notice of it, and-it was not extant irt bw Sem. 
the old Copies of the Roman Creed ; nor in that * of 243*. 
Marcellus Ancyranus. : 43 1409.0 Sha 
Theſe things I mention, not in the leaft to ſhake the . 
Faith of the Articles of the Apoſtle: Creed; which(o)St. 4#-'(4)De9mie  . 
guſiin ſaith was gathered ont of Scriptares, and 1s agreeable {44 Cate. , 
tothem 4 but to ſhew what an uncertain way'of: corivey-* ** | 
ance meer Oral Tradition is, when a thitg 'Þ6- exftly re 
membred, ſo conſtantly uſed, of fo ruch Weight: and 
| conequence 


(26) 


conſequence fell into ſuch varieties in the greateſt Chur- 
ches, while they were ſo ſcrupulous about the writing 
of it. | 
What cauſe have we then to be thankful to God, that 
-hath takeaſo much care of his Church, as to provide us 
-an Infallible Written Rule in the Holy Scriptures, where- 
by we certainly know, what the true Primitive Chriſti- 
pity was, 'which was delivered by Chriſt and his Apo- 
P 7; 


But here isa great difficulty to be removed, as tothe 
Written Word. 

How can we be certain, we have it, if not by Tradition ? 
and if Tradztion be ſo uncertain, how can we be made certain 
by it, that we have that written Word which the Apoſiles deli- 
wered ? For myght not that fail im this, as well as the Creed 2 
And then what ſecurity can we have for our Faith. 

In Anſwer to this, I will ſhew, 

- 1. What Advantagethings that are written have, as 
to the certainty of conveyance above things meerly com- 
mitted to Memory and Tradition. | 

_ 2. What Advantage the, Scriptures have, above any 
other things committed to Writing as to the certainty of 
_, their conveyance. 
*.... 1. As to the Advantage things Written have above 
thoſe conimitted to Memory and Tradition only. Which 
will appear by theſe _ 

I. It was the way God himſelf made choiceof, where 
the Reaſon for Tradition was ſtronger ; Imean as to the 
Ten Commandments, which were ſhort and plain, and 
eaſy to be remembred, and very agreeable to the Senſe 
and General Intereſt of Mankind ; yet the Wiſe God 
who perfealy underſtood the Nature of Man, would not 
leave the Ten Commandmants to an Oral Tradition, but 
God delivered to Moſes Two Tables of Stone written 

with 
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with the Finger of God ; and on them he wrote the Ten peur.s. 16. 
Commandments. What a vain and ſuperfluous thing 10. 4 
were this, if Oral and Practical Tradition were Infalli- 

ble ? But Gods own pitching upon this way, after ſo long 

a Tryal of Mankind in the other ; is a Demonſtration of 

she greater certainty of it, if we ſuppoſe that God aimed 

at the benefit of Mankind by it, 

2, When Religion was corrupted among the Jews,. 
as only way of reſtoring it was by. a Written Book of 
the Law. 

As we find in the caſe of Jojiahs Reformation, . which 
was made by the Book of the Law,. which was found ins, \........ 
the: Houſe of the Lord. 8, 

This was theRule by which H:4zah the High Prieſt; 23: 2 3+ 
thought it neceſlary for Jeftahto go by ; and not by any. 
Tradition. left among them concerning. the Law. which. 

God had, given by. Moſes. n vo 

3.. This was that whichour Saviour applled to in all 


his Diſputes z ſearchthe Scriptures, ſaith he to the Fews ;.John 5. 39. 


not run to your Traditions, for thoſe were then very cor-. 
rupt, eſpecially about the Meſſtas; as that he was to bea. 
Temporal Prince, &c,. which was then a dangerous and. 
fundamental miſtake ;.and therefore Chriſt appeals from- 
them to the Scriptures; And they are they-which teſtifie of 
me. Had ye believed Moſes, ye would have believed me, for he 4s. 
wrote of me ; but if ye believe not his Writings, bow ſhall ye be- 
lieve my words? And our Saviour ſeverely checks the Pha- : 47- 


riſees for regarding their own Traditions more than the __ 


Written Law. And yet they pretended to an Oral Tradi- ;, ,, 
tion down from Moſes.z as the Jews do to-this day z and. 
none are wore grofly deceived than they. 
4. The general Senſe and Experience of Mankindagrees 
herein, that all matters of conſequence aremore certain- 
ly preſerved by Writings than by meer words. There is. 
no. , 
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no Invention hath been more valued by the Wiſer wr 
of Mankind than that of Letters ; becauſe it is of ſuch 
excellent uſe for conveying the ſenſe of our minds at a 
. . diſtance to others. All men have ſo great a miſtruſt, ei- 
ther of thecapacity or- memory, or tidelity of others 
that what they would have done with ſecurity thep 
commit to Writing. And whatever we truly wnder- 
ſtand of the Ages before us, we are beholden to Writing 
for it ; all thoſe memorable Actions, and Inſtitutions, 
either of Philoſophy or Religion which were not writ- 
ten, are tong fince buried in . Oblivion, without poſſibi- 
Ity of « Refarredtion. 


But where they have been committed to Writing they 
. are preſerved after ſo many Ages; and by it we certain- 
ly know the Hiftory of the 7 atriarchs, and the ſt 
Revolutions that happened from the beginning of the 
World. By þ we converſe with the Wiſeſt perſons of 


former ti and were able to juſtitie the Scriptures by. 
the concurrent Teftmmonies of other Writers. By it, we 
are enabfjed to interpret Prophecies,. and to make plain 
their accompliſhments, which without it, we conld ne- 
ver make out. Yea 'by it,the Wiſdom of thoſe is preſerved 
for the benefit of mankind, who thought fit te write 

- nothing themſelves, as Socrates and Pythagoras, but their 
Diſciples took carein time to Write their Docrines. So 
that we have the general Conſent of the wiſeſt part of 
mankind, that writing is a far more-certain way of con- 
veyance than meer Tradition. 

2. And eſpecially in our caſe where there are ſo many 
particular a , -as. to the - Holy Scriptzres, 'above 
any other Writings. | 

I. From-the: ſpecial Providence of God, with reſpe& 
'to them; for Aince it is agreed by all Chriſtians, that 
theſe were written by Diyine Inſpiration, it. is —_ 

| le 


+, - ai 

Tonable to believe, that a more than ordinary care would 
be taken to preſerve them. 

And therefore to ſuppoſe any Books of Scripture to be 
loſt, which contained any neceſſary points of Faith is 
a great Reflexion on Divine Providence. For, if God 
watches over his Church, he cannot be ſuppoſed to let 
ſuch Books be loſt which were defigned for the univerſal 
and laſting Benefit of his Church. 

2. From the mighty eſteem which the Church of God 
had always for them 3 for, they built their Hopes of Hea- 
ven upon the promiſes contained in them. The Book of 
Scripture'was their Evidence for their future Inheritance; 
the Foundation of their Hope, and Rule of their Faith ; 
their Defence againſt Afaults and Temptations ; their 
Counſeller in caſes of Difhculty ; their Support, under 
Troubles ; and their ſure Guide to a happy Eternity 5 
and therefore the Primitive Chriſtians choſe rather to 
endure any Torments than bafely to betray it, and give 
it up to their Enemies. 

3. From the early diſputes that were about them. 
Which ſhews that they were noInvention of after times; 
nor were brought into the World by Stealth and Art; 
for, they endured the greateſt ſhock of by nes at 
firſt, while the matters of Fa& concernin were 
the moſt eaſily proved. And having paſted the ſevere 
Scrutiny of the firſt Ages, when ſo many counterfeit 
Writings were ſent abroad, the following - could 
haveno Reaſon tocall their Authority in queſtion. 

4. From the general conſent of divided Churches a- 
bout them. It might have gleaſed God to have kept his 
_ E kurch from thoſe unhappy Breaches which have been 
in al} parts of the Chriſtian World ; but the Eaft, and 
the Welt, the North ant the South. can all bear Teſti- 
many tothe ſad Diviſions - Chriſtendom z and thoſe 

of 
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of many Apes ſtanding. But yet, we have this confide-. 
rable Advantage by them z that we can have no Reaſon 
to miſtruſt a conſpiracy where the ſeveral Bodies are ſo 
much divided. i p | 

5. From the great internal ſatisfation which the minds 
of good Men have concerning them ; and whichno other 
writing can-pretend to give. For here we read of the 
Promile of Divine Afiſtance to {ſincere and humble minds. 
And that Aſſiſtance carries a Lumen Fidet into the mind x 
as Aquinas calls it 2. 2. 4 3 ad 2. and by that he faith, 
the mind is united to Truth, that its aſſent ts only fixed ups 
0n it ; and therefore there is no danger of Danmation to thoſe 
who are in Chriſt Jeſus, and are thus tluminated by Faith in 
hin. Not that this isan Argument to convince others, 
who have not that inward ſenſe which they have ; but 
the ſame Holy Spirit which did at firſt indite them, may 
give ſuch an inward and effeFual Teſtimony as to' the 
Truth of the matter contained in them z that from thence 
they may firmly conclude thefe Books to contain the word 
of God. And that Aſſurance which the minds of good 
Men have from the Influence of Divine Grace, may be 
more effe&ual and powerful in them, than all the pre- 
tended Infallibility of Demonſtration in the World. It 
is certain thoſe cannot be deceived whom the Holy Spi- 
rit teacheth 5 and the beſt and wiſeſt of the Antient 
Schoolmen did make the great firmneſs and certainty of 
Faith not to depend on outward Motives, but on inward 
Grace; whichſo inlightned the Mind, and fixed the In- 
clinations of the Soul, that nothing is able to remove it. 
This ſort of Faith is no blind Afent ; but after all. the 
Evidence which it hath to«make its Aſſent Reaſonable ; 
it takes fo faſt a hold of Divine Truths by diſcerning the 
excellency and value of them, that he that hath it is wil- 
ling to let go any thing rather than that ; and although 

| the 
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the Apprehenſion of Faith - oy - cn as that of Sci- 

ence 3 yet the Fiypoftabs, as the Apoſtle calls it, may, be fo | 
frm, HM Tertaricna ay be able co let Th mn 
that can die/ for his Religion hath a ſtronger and be 

Faith, than he that thinks himſelf never ſo Infallible in 

the Grounds of it.That is a true Divine Faith which pur;- _ 
fies the Heart, and thereby enlighteris the mind ;\ Which A&. rs. g, 
works by Love, and not by cavillingand wrangling about ... . . 

the Grounds of it; which overcomes the World,and not that *' © 
which is overcome by the Temptations of it. And fuch I S6 
a Faith, and only ſuch a one will carry us to Heaven ; 

when, if it were poſſible for us to have the itmolt Infal 

libility inthe AR of| believing; yet if. it did not work 
effetually on our Hearts and Lives, we might go infalli- > 
WET... 3... | 

Andſo I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with the ſecond 
ſenſe of the:Obligation which lies on thoſe who have 're- 
ceived Chrift Feſus the Lord ſoto walk in bim : 1. e. to im- 
prove their ſound Faithinto the Practice of a good Life. * - 

For alas ! What advantage will it be to us,to have the 
moſt Primitive and Apoſtolical Faith, if our Works be not 
anſwerable to it? Why call ye me Lord, Lord, faith Chriſt, 
and do not the things which I ſay * Why do- we: pretend to 
receive Chriſt Feſus the Lord, if we do notobſerve his Com- 
mands? It @s good, faith S. Paul, to be zealouſly affefted al- Ga. 4.18. 
ways In 4 thing. And no doubt our Faith is ſuch ; 
but then let us be ze2/ous of good Works too, that we may , 
ſhew our ſelves to be that peculiar people who are redeemed Tix. 2. 14. 

Jeſus Chrift. Sothat our Obligation ariſes every wa 
from Chriſt Feſus the Lord, to walk in him ; if we conl(i- 
der him as our Lord, ſo weare to obey him; if as Chriſt 
Jeſus, ſohe died for us to redeem us from all iniquity. We 
can have no pretence to hve in our fins, if we have re- 
ceived him who commands us to forſake them z for then 
we 


Luk. 6. 46. 
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2Tim.2.16, we receive and reje him at the fame time; '- 
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cerve bim as thetr Lord, who are thereb 
obedience to his Laws ? ons of ths nt pron 
| 'of the Heathen World was wk parating 
Morality, when this was left to th 
R Foe ers to, inftru@tmen in, whereas their Religh- 
on conſiſted xs of forme hy weoicy| Rites anvil Sacrifices. 
Let us have a care ofas durigerous 
Lu oe its be or wich all Fen 5H 
Id + Hi e 
ok pr pel, pete we own Chrift as 
and do them becauſe he commands.us: ' And the os 
file hath ymm'd up the wbole Day of Ghrltienr 3+ Wa | 
Tit. 2. 12, comprehenſive words, Teaching us that 
and worldly lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, right , and go: 
13. ly in this 08 Worlds, looking, for. that bleea hope, abi 


the glorious appearance of the great God, and ONT Sow, 
3m Chriſt. To whom. &. 


